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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

true expericnce—“JESUS HIMSELF ... WENT WITH THEM ”, We go into the new year with this con-
fidence, and belicve that, although it may be a ycar of testing, we shall know that His presence is sure
salvation.

We want to reaffirm thai the sole object of this munstry is that of hringing our Lord Jesus into -

the fulness of His inheritance, and of bringing His Church into its inheritance in Him. 1t is intended
to be a wholly spiritual ministry. We have no desire to set up or maintain any particular or separate
‘ movement’ or ‘ sect’. We have nio vested interests in this work, and when the Lord shows us that
the purpose for which He brought it into being is fulfilled we shall have no difficulty in letting go.
Qur continuance, growth and sustenance over these years is not due to any effort of ours, but-—we
believe—because the Lord has had a use for such a ministry, and this is all we want,

We covet your prayers, dear friends, and are always grateful for your fellowship.

Tn a time when, because of the grave and terrible threat to the very destiny of the peoples of the
earth, statesmen ahd responsible persons are wearing themselves out to find some way of mutual
understanding and co-existence, should we not pray that—with a much more solemn issue in view
—all the Lord’s people, and responsible leaders in particular, may make a corresponding effort to

destroy the spreading and intensifying work of Satan as he seeks to divide the people of God, by

pouring out clouds of suspicion and fear.

The greatest menace to his kingdom is a umted people of God, and he will stop at nothmg to
put that beyond possibility. We must seek to meet on the ground of Christ—not movetents, insti-

tutions, teachings, but just that we are His.

When He comes, that is the only thing that will go through and abide. It would be a glorious thing
if this should be the year of His appearing! Let us remember our own part in “ hastening ” that
day—to be prepared ourselves, and to labour that there shall be “ a people prepared for the Lord ”

Again, we greet you, and send you our love in Christ.

~ Yours in that “ Blesscd hope .

T. AUSTIN SPARKS.

e ————————— e

'THE MAN GOD HAS ORDAINED
IIl. THE SEALING OF HIS BRETHREN

‘.. .in whom ve aiso, having heard the word of the
truth, the gospel of your salvation,—in whom, hav-

ing also believed. YE WERE SEALED WITH THE HoLy

SPIRIT OF PROMISE, WHICH IS AN EARNEST OF OUR
INHERITANCE, unio the redemption of God's own

possession, unto the praise of his glory™ (Eph..

i. 13,14}
SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
I wan{ you to note at the outset a very 1mportant

little word : * ye ' were sealed with the Holy Spirit »,
not by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not the sealer,

but the seal. God the Father seals, and-the seal is -
the.Holy. Spirit. The value of that is-that the seal-

ing is pot a matter of some feeling, some experi-
ence in the realm of onr senses. The sealing is de-
finitely the receiving of a Person for indwelling.
The Apostles were very careful and very par-
ticnlar as to this Divine consummation of saving
faith. They never left anything to chance, If there
was a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus, if there
was a declaration of the acceptance of Him, the
acknowledgment of Him as Saviour and Lord, they
never allowed it to stop there. If a report came that
some had turned to the Lord through the preach-
ing, they went to verify and to see that the thing
was sealed, and for them the consummation of that
saving faith, that faith unto salvation, was that they
received the seal of the Holy Spirit. You notice

—
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE BURNING BUSH

Read:'ng : Exodus iii,

THE importance of Moses’ experience at the
Burning Bush is clearly shown by the fact that it
is referred to four times in the New Testament. It
was intensely personal, the experience of a man
alone with God, and yet we must realise that God
was not dealing with Moses just for Moses’ own
sake. His concern was with a realm very much
larger than the personal, So often we err either by
making the Lord’s Word too personal, or else by
not making it personal enough, Sometimes we take
everything to ourselves, as though we were the
only person in the unmiverse that mattered to God,
and at others we get so involved in large ideas
about great needs or movements among the people
of God that we forget our own tesponsibility as
individuals. There was no such confusion in this
meeting of Moses with God, for the two matters
were brought together,

THE PERSONAL CHALLENGE OF GOD’S
FLAME

We need to read back to get the true approach
to the chapter:

“. . . the children of Israel sighed by reason of
the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up
to God by reason of the bondage. And God heard
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant
... And God saw the children of Israel, and God
took knowledge of them. Now Moses , . ." (Ex.
i. 23 - 1)

The background of the interview was a very
deep neced among God’s people and a great enter-
prise to which He had pledged Himself on their be-
half. In the light of all this, He came and stood
right in the path of one man, Moses, For the mo-
ment let us forget that Moses was a great man, for
at that time he was not considered such ;: he was
a shepherd and a fugitive, and had been so for a
long time, He was just a plain man, as we are.
Nevertheless God met him, and met him because
He planned a vital connection between just one
single person who really shared His burden and
was available to Him, and the realisation of a great
purpose for His people.

How wonderful our God is! Only He could take
up such a nation-wide enterprise by beginning with
one little desert bnsh. There is no need for us to
get inflated or imagine that we are something won-
derful because the Lord calls us to serve in His
great purpose, He was not looking for something

big or important. He will not thank us for trying
to be big. As His heart yearned over His captive
people and longed to bring them into His inneri-
tance, He looked for one humble man, who might
be likened to any ordinary desert bush, and deter-
mined to use him by filling him with Divine fire.

By this time, two-thirds of Moses’ life was al-
ready over., We say ‘over’, not ‘ wasted’, though
that is the word which perhaps Moses would have
used to describe it all. God does not waste, If any
man is called, as Moses was, aad responds to the
call sincerely, as Moses certainly did, nothing will
be wasted. It is true that he had to endure long
years of discipline, of blunders, of disappointment
and emptying ; in the end he was discredited in the
eves of others and still more so in his own estima-
tion, Now the emptying had done its work, and
God’s time had come. He felt, as perhaps we do,
that because of his failure somebody else would
have to do the work, but the burning bush was to
assure him that God had not cast him off,

It may well be that Moses had no warning of
what was to happen on this momentous day. It
probably seemed to him a very ordinary day, and
only a casual action in going to look at the bush.
Yet this was not only a crisis of commission for
him, but the day of the great revelation of the
name of God: “T AM THAT I AM.” Tt is as
though Moses almost stumbled across it. Some-
times we grow very tense, and work ourselves up
into a great strain, and somehow God does not
meet vs. But there are times when a simple re-
sponse to His prompting may bring us face to face
with one of the great moments of life. How impor-
tant 1t is, then, when God appears, to turn aside,
as Moses did, and enquire what it all means.

And so we come to this matter of the flame, the
burning flame of God’s revelation.

A LIVING FLAME

In the first place it was a living flame. We are
not told when the bush began to burn, but when
Moses arrived it was already alight, Nor are we
told when it ceased to burn, but it is more than
likely that it kept on burning until Moses was well
out of sight. It went on burning. What a difference
there is between the flame kind'ed for the occasion
iand the flame that goes on burning! *“ I AM THAT

AM.”

Critics of God’s Word would have us believe
that the bush was not really on fire, but that this
was just an optical illusion, Somehow the sunset

I

s
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

When the Lord said to Moses, *“ Draw not nigh
hither ”, He only meant to warn him of being
found on a wrong basis. The Lord wanted Moses
near Him ; He kept him near Him all through the
years, A flame for God is no use at all unless it is
a flame that burns in the Presence of God. If the
burning zeal is to be effective, if it 1S not to do
more harm than good, it must be the result of a life
lived close to the Lord,

Moses® shoes would be a figure to express his
self-confidence. In taking them off he would be
abandoning the firm foundation which he had made
for himself, setting aside all self-reliance, all self-
chosen movement. He was told to take off his
shoes as an indication that he was moving off his
own ground on to God’s ground. May we put it
like this? The only occasion when Moses really
contradicted the holiness of the burning bush was
when he got angry with the people. They had al-
ready proved how the Lord could give water from
the rock, so that really there was no excuse for their
second murmuring when there was no water. In
spite of that, however, God. in His infinite patience
simply said to Moses: “ Speak ye unto the rock ”
(Num, xx. 8). Moses got out of tune with God, and
instead of showimg the same patience, he took
things into his own hands, strode out to the people
hot with indignation, and not only smote the rock
but cried out in a temper: *“ Hear now, ye rebels ;
shall we bring you forth water out of this rock?”
It was as though he had put his shoes on again. In
his early life he had been a leader ; there are tradi-
tions that he had been a military general, All his
natural instincts were for harsh discipline, not for
gentle patience, The birning bush calls for us to
forsake what we are naturally, and this Moses had
done when he took off his shoes. From then on-
wards he had to depend on the Lord, not on him-
self, and the moment he fell back on to his own
ground he became involved in confusion and loss.
How much havoc is even now wrought among the
Lord’s people when His servants put on again the
shoes of what they used to be or of what they are
naturally!

The shoes also speak of contact with the earth.
There is nothing more calculated to quench the
pure flame of devotion to the Lord than sharing in
the spirit of this world. A further practical resuit
of taking off vour shoes is that it means you are
committed to stay—you are not going to run away.
‘When Moses first turned aside to the burning bush,
he was by no means certain that he was going to
linger there. Tt might perhaps be better first to find
out as much as possible, and then decide whether
to stay. God will never allow this. Mosés must

10

take off his shoes before he will receive the revela-
tion or the commission. And so must we. God is
not going to bring out His holy things to see if we
approve of them or not, He is not prepared to show
us what He wants us to do, so that we can consider
it, weigh it up, and eventually decide whether or
not to obey. No, He will say nothing more uatil
we are committed. When we take off our shoes,
when we confess that we will not run away as soon
as the implications of obedience become clearer to
us—when we are committed, then God will spealk.
The man whom God uses is the man who in this
sense has taken off his shoes for ever. In one great
crisis he has become wholly committed to the will
of God, whatever that will may turn out to be.

A FLAME OF PURPOSE

Having said what we have about the flame, we
now come » the point of greatest practical signifi-
cance, There is nothing vague or general about this
burning ; it is the steady flame of a single and
definite purpese. In the case of Moses we deal
with the shadow—the emancipation of an earthly
people for an earthly kingdom. In Christ we are
called to the substance, the great spiritual reality.
Men in bondage. to this world are to be delivered
by redemption, built together in holy fellowship
to worship their Lord. and led into the spiritual
power and glory of an everlasting kingdom, They
are to provide for God’s great King the spiritual
house of which He can say: “ This is the place of
my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet.
where T will dwell . . . for ever ” (Ezekiel xliil. 7).

First of all Moses was given a token, God told
him that if he would be obedient to the vision, be-
fore very long not he alone but the whole nation
would be worshipping God in that very mountain
(Ex. iii. 12). Then it became not only a burning
bush but a burning mountain (Ex. xix, 18, xxiv. 17).
This is a gracious promise, to be privileged to bring
others, a whole natton of others, to share youar ex-
perience and meet God as you have met Him. How
greatly the Lord’s people ueed to be led by men
who have a vital experience into which to lead
them. They cannot be pushed on, urged on.
preached on ; they need to be inspired by a man
who has his own history with God. To such a one
God promised that he would have the great joy
of leading the nation back to this very mountain
where they, too, would meet God for themselves.

But after all, this was only a token. ft was but
the first step. They were meant to go on from there:
to feed on heavenly bread, to drink water from the
Rock, to prove God’s faithfulness, to live in vital
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fellowship with Him and with one another in Him,
and so to move into that land of victory over every
enemy and of the possessing of the full inheritance,
that the throne might be given to God’s king, and
the land become a centre of glory, a point from
which the holy fire of His presenee might be radi-
ated to the whole world.

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1955.

Is God’s purpose our purpose? Have we been
set alight with this holy flame? God is not leoking
for those who are wise or able, He is not wanting
us to get wrong ideas about our own importance
or value. He wants a bush—a simple bush—but
He wants it to be aflame with Himself.

H.F.

“THIS IS THE VICTORY”

“ THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT HATH OVERCOME THE WORLD, EVEN OUR FAITH " (1 JOHN V. 4)

(I1) “...SHALL LIVE._ .”

“1 through the law died unto the law, thar 1
might live unto God, I have been crucified with
Christ ; yer I live ; and yet no longer 1, but Christ
fiveth in me : and that life which I now five in the
flesh 1 LIVE IN FATTH, the faith which is in the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for
me.

“ O foolish Galatians, who did bewitch you, be-
fore whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly vet forth
crucified? This only would [ learn from you, Re-
ceived ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by
the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having be-
gun in the Spirit, are ye now perfected in the flesh?

“For as many as are of the works of the law
are under a curse: for it is written, Cursed is
every one which continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law, to do them.
Now that no man is justified by the law in the
sight of God is evident : for, THE JUST SHALL LIVE
BY FAITH . and the law is not faith ; but, He that
doeth them shall live in them, Christ redecmed us
fromt the curse of the law, having become a curse
for us.

“ For freedom did Christ set us free : stand fast
therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke of
‘bondage” (Galatigns i, 19, 20; i, 1-3, 10,
11 (av)-13;:v. I}

V‘]ITH the letter to the Galatians, in which we
next meet with our quotation from Habakkuk, we
pass on to a new problem. It is the problem not
now of beginning but of continuing. These Christ-
ians have made a sure start and it is a matter of
maintaining in ful? freshaess and vigour the Christ-
ian life upon which they have lately ventured.
Whereas in writing to the Romans Paul was con-
cerned primarily with establishing the foundation,
by securing the standing of the sinner before God,
here that question is already settled. The Gala-
tians, * having begun ™ (iii. 3), are being troub'ed
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rather in the matter of their further progress. It is
not now a question of their justification, but of
practical holiness and of a maintained walk.

Now it is just here that many of us are likely to
be led astray. We have been fully convinced that
justification by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is
the sufficient and only gospel for the sinner. But
the trouble is that we want a different gospel for
the saint. We would like something more concrete
than faith. It appeals to our sense of the filness of
things that we should be doing something to help
sustain and develop this new life which we now
enjoy, and, by meticu’ous compliance with God’s
rules, be so ensuring the fau'tlessness of that hfe
as to give Him pleasure., And the trouble is that
there are plenty of people who will come along
and play into our hands in this matter by present-
ing us with lists of ru'es to follow and of demands
that God is supposed to be making upon us.

It was just this very thing that was happening to
the Galatians. Their conversion as a result of the
ministry of Paul and Barnabas is recorded in the
thirteenth and fourteenth chapters of the Acts, and
it 1s a striking fact that there in those chapters we
find that the crux of Paul’s message is this very
matter of justification by faith. *“ Be 1t known unto
you therefore, brethren, that through this man is
proclaimed unto you remission of sins: and by
him every one that believeth is justified from all
things, from which ve coun'd not be justified by the
law of Moses ™ (Acts xiii. 38, 39),

It is in Acts xv, shortly afterwards, that we en-
counter a challenge to this faith position. “ Certain
men,” we read, *“came down from Judaea (to
Antioch) and taught the brethren, saying, Except
ve be circumcised after the custom of Moses, ye
cannot be saved ™ (vs. 1). Their argument anpar-
ently was that iustification was indeed by faith.
but that thereafter God still demanded the fulfill-
ing of the Law as a condition of continuance in
a holy life. The fifteenth chapter of Acts is taken
up with the confroversy that raged around this
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were the centre of religion over a wide area of the
world, Pilate was the local representative of a still
wider and more powerful world system. The long
and indomitable arm of Rome and Caesar reached
over the world and held it in an imperious sway.
This, in a very real sense, was the world—the king-
dom of this world. It conld crush at 2 word and
silence with a gesture,

The Jewish hierarchy, thinking to secure its ends
through that austere and relentless power, blindly
forced Jesus into the judgment hall of Pilate. With
every kind of indignity and humiliation heaped up-
on Him He stands with no defence and no appeal.

But look—listen! What is happening?

He is quietly and steadily tearing down the moral
structure of ihat whole edifice, and exposing the
utter rottenness of its moral foundations. Pilate is
nenplussed, disconcerted, cornered like a trapped
creature. He is writhing, looking in every direction
for some way out, Subterfuges, tricks, expedients,
policy, pretension, p'ay-acting!

Jesus is the Judge and Pilate is in His court.

He for ever and for history discredits Pilate
as a rightful executor of equitable laws by prov-
ing him guilty of accepting reports without getting
evidence (xviii. 34, 35):; He makes him hide
behind the transparent veil of cynicism (38):
compels a verdict of innocence ; draws out his in-
consistency ; drives him to subterfuge ; makes him
repeat his verdict twice : (38, 39; xix. 4, 6}; un-
covers a secret fear (8: note—* the more ™): puts
him in the place of a puppet (11); discloses more
moral weakness (12, 13) ; proves him to be a mere
worldly time-server (12, 15, 16); draws forth an
acknowledgment-—even if in irony—of universal
sovereignty (19, 20).

So Jesus has established His claims, He came to
bring the kingdom of God-—but, thank God, not of
the rotten kind in this world. He claimed to be the
Truth, and He has torn the mask from the Devil’s
system of falsehood. He claimed to be the Light,
and He has exposed the haunts and works of dark-
ness. He came to die not at man’s choice and will,
but by laying down His life of His own accord. He
came to overcome the world and its Prince—and
He has done it! And so we might go on.

The one inclusive and glorious issue is that,
while men thought themselves to be in the saddle,
driving on to their own ends, God in sovereignty
was in charge fulfilling His own predeterminate
and foreknown counsel. The real government was
with the supposed ° victim’,

“ We beheld his glory ”-—the glory of the trans-
cendence of moral excel'ence—** glory as of an only
begotten from the Father . . . full of grace and
truth ™.

The so-called * frial* of Jesus is a parable. It for
ever i"lustrates and demonstrates the judgment of
this world—religious and secu’ar—and postulates
the ruin of all that is built upon corruption, false-
hood, pretension, and mere formality.

Here is the—
* one death-grapple in the darkness,
twixt old systems and the Word,
Truth for ever on the scaffold,
Wrong for ever on the throne,
Yet that scaffold sways the future,
And amidst the dim unknown,
Standeth God, keeping watch above His own.’

By His cross He conquers!
T. A-S.

THE WORD OF GOD AND THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

“. .. the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”
{Rev, i, 9).

“ . the word of God and the testimony which they
held” (Rev. vi, 9).

“. .. her seed, which keep the commandments of
God, and hold the testimony of Jesus” (Rev.
xii. 17).

“.. . thy brethren that hold the testimony of Jesus”
{Rev. xix. 10).

THE FOCUS OF DIVINE INTERESTS
IN THE EARTH

IN these expressions, which, after all, come to but
one expression, we have what is nothing less than

16 .

the focus of Divine interests in the earth, and the
focus of all the enemy’s antagonism. There is some-
thing on the earth which to God is the focus—the
thing that His eye rests upon, and which matters
supremely to Him ; and it is therefore not surpris-
ing that that same thing is the focus of the enemy’s
attention also. If that is for God, then it is the
thing against which all the wrath of the enemy is
set.

Any who in these days are secking to walk with
God, seeking to be in fellowship with Him, are
finding themselves spiritually in a very real battle,
There is no doubt about it: we are in a tremendous
issue that is being fought out. Anyone who prays
knows that there is a battle on. Anyone close to the
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Person of His Son, What a terrific thing God has
done in sending His only-begotten Son into the
world—emptying Himself aud taking the form of
3 servanft,

(b) AS THE REVELATION OF GOD''S MIND AND WilL

Yes, ‘the Word of God’ is the revelation of
God Himself through Jesus Christ, Bur it is not
only that, It is the revelation of God’s mind and
intent and will concerning all things. The Word of
God is all-inclusive: it is the expression of God's
mind about things. What a tremendous need for
God’s thoughts to be unveiled, so that we see
them—so that we understand them and know what
God s after, One of the great rebukes of the pro-
phet Jeremiah was concerning the prophets who
prophesied “a vision of their own neart ”, and
had seen nothing. The Lord says that they “ steal
my words every one from his neighbour ™ {Jer.
xxiii. 16, 30): it is all! secondhand, it is all just
getting bits from people and books and so on. That
is not the Word of God. The Word of God is what
the Holy Spirit reveals in power of God’s own
thought and mind,

(¢) AS THE REALISATION OF GOD’'S MIND

Yes, it is the revelation of God Himself, and the
revelation by the Holy Spirit of His mind and will.
But it does not stop there. The Word of God is
revelation unto realisation, It is not only the revel-
alion of God’s mind: it is the realisation of it that
15 bound up with the Word of God. It is the Word
actuating and operative that matters. It is not only
the seeing of what God is like, and seeing what
God wants. The vital thing is a people in whom
that begins to operate. John was not in Patmos
because he agreed with the Bible and its revelation.
He was there because it was true in him. It was
because the mind and thought of God began to
operate in his own life, and to make him a certain
kind of person, that the wrath of the enemy was
roused and brought to bear upon him, It is the
Word of God not only revealed, but realised, that
Satan hates. He hates it working, doesn’t he? He
just hates it working.

The Word of God is valueless, or at any rate
it has not attained its object, until it is lived and
expressed, We should not be content with an ob-
jective conception of Divine thoughts, while we
ourselves remain just the same as ever, should we?
We should not be people of a very beautiful ideal.
but in whom it is manifest that the thing does not
work, That is the. battle. It is where the thing be-
gins to work that the enemy is roused, Then he
is furious, He does not mind how ° sound > we are

13

as long as it does not work., He does not mind
what truth we hold about the Second Coming, or
anything else, so long as it does not work. But
God is not content with a revelation without a
realisation.

CHRIST THE SUPREME SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE WORD OF GOD

What is the Word of God? What is its supreme
significance? There is a meaning of Scripture, not
just the text itself. It is very important to know the
text—we ought all to know our Bible: we ought
all to know what is in Genests, and we ought to
know what is in Chronicles, and so on. It is most
important that we should know our Bib'es. But you
can know the whole Bible, and not know what it
means, It is the meaning of the Bible that matters
The Holy Spirit must light it up and say, * This is
what I mean by that, this is the significance of
that’, and when that comes, that is revelation. For
years the Church has had the Epistle to the
Ephesians, but very few people have seen what it
means, It has to light up.

The supreme significance of the whole Word of
God is Christ. In other words, God has revealed
Himself inclusively in the Person of His Son, who is
the meaning of all things ; and if we have not seen
the meaning of Christ, we do not know the mean-
ing of the Word of God, The point is this. Our
Christ has to be much bigger than our Bible ideas.
He has to swallow up the meaning of every book.
He has to overwhelm everything with Himself. No
book, however helpful, is really registering with us
unless it has a Christ-meaning, The Person is the

meaning of if all.

Every tag of Scripture is related to the Person—
every bit of it. * Not one jot or tittle shall pass?,
the Lord says ; and I believe the fulfilment of the
Law is going to be embodiment in Christ of the
ultimate reality lying behind it. It is going to be
Christ Himself ; there is a meaning in every bit of
the Law that has a fulfilment in the Person, There
is a meaning in all the glories of Israel’s economy
which has an eternal and an abiding counterpart,
“the heavenly things themselves”. The heavenly
things themselves are all.going to be realised in a
Person who will fill all things. And our Christ
needs to get bigger and bigger, so that the Word
of God has its content and meaning ever enlarging.

What antagonism there has sometimes been to
that statement that we need an enlarging Christ!
People say, ‘How can Christ ever get bigger?
What nonsense!® Of course, He cannot literally
get bigger, but He can mean a great deal more to
you and to me. You and I have to have a Person
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way, So long as we keep our eyes on Him, and

obey His voice, we shall journey safely on, not

walking in the darkness, however foggy it may be,

THE TREASURE
Reading : Matthew xiii, 44, 45,

THE multitude has gone or has been left (vs. 36).
1ne Lord is aione with His disciples. He is inter-
preting to them what He has said to the multitude,
Then tle adds three more ** mysteries of the king-
dom of heaven”, Two of these are undoubtedly
twins, they belong to each other,

Various interpretations have been given and
usnally they have been interpreted as being two
entirely different things. It is not easy to be dog-
matical'y final about this especially if a new inter-
pretation is suggested.

But there are some things about which we are
surely apreed. These are—

{1y The “Man™ in both cases is the same
“Man ” as sowed good seed, firstly in the form of
the Word of God, and then in the form of genuine
Christians, over against “ darnel ”. The seeker here
in these two parables is not an unbeliever nor a
believer.

However much we sing, and shall go on singing

“ I've found the Pearl of greatest price,
My heart doth sing for joy ;
And sing I must, a Christ I have:
Ch, what a Christ have T "—

al' that is true excepting its association with the
parable,

(2) The “field” and the “sea”, where Lhe
treasure and the pearl are respectwely, correspond
to the earlier field of the Sower, and the sea of the
drag-net. It is one thing—the world. Jesus pur-
chased the world at the cost of all that He had. It is
His by right of redemption, a'though that right is
repudiated, and therein is the ground of judgment,
as He has shown elsewhere.

(3) Neither Jesus, the kingdom of heaven, nor
Salvation are up for sale to the highest bidder, Who
has the fabulous wealth required? Who has a suffi-
cient “ all ” to procure this? The idea of our buying
the treasure or pearl would rule out entirely the
whole nature and truth of grace,

Whatever we mlght ‘count as refuse that we
might gain Christ’ is an after thing when we have
already found and come to possess Him, and only
speaks of how little everything is in comparison.

but led to the Homeland where all is light and
blessing,
H.F.

AND THE PEARL.

Paul would never weigh the “ things which were
gain " as a price for Christ, but on'y as * refuse ”
in comparison, Those things just went, they were
not soid. for Christ, :

We are brought to common ground in our inter-
pretation when we alight upon one idea, it is that
of preciousness, and preciousness to the Seeker.

If Christ is that Divine Seeker then there is that
which is of superlative value to Him, In the light
of the Holy Spirit’s later fuller revelation of the
* mysteries of the kingdom ” have we any guidance
as to what these precious things are? I think we
have. As to the treasure, is not this the answer,
** Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for
it (Eph. v. 25): referring back to verse 2 where
the reference is to the Church—" as Christ | .
loved you, and gave himself up for us (or you), an
offering and a sacrifice to God . “ The church of
God which he purchased with his own blood”
(Acts xx. 28). This is the only realm where purchas-
ing comes in, All the teaching concerning the
Church and its superlative value to the Lord finds
its place here.

Our point, at the moment, is just this: if the
Church is of such transcendent and inestimab'e
value to Christ, ought it not to have such a place
with us?

If this love were shed abroad in onr hearts by
the Holy Spirit would it not be a corrective to
criticism, division, suspicion, and exclusiveness?
Would it not be a directive as to how to approach
the rumours, reports. and suggestions which could
otherwise be so disaffecting? Would it not cut an
immense amounat of ground from under the Devil’s
feet in his campaign to frustrate the great purpose
of God as bound up with the Church? Wou'd it
not be the ground on which the Holy Spirit would
tepeat His mighty work (hroughout the world, as
at the beginning? “ Christ loved the church ”. So
ought we to love,

But what of the pear! of great price?

In what we are going to say we want to repeat
that we would not be dogmatic that this is the
interpretation of the parable, but there is little
doubt that there is truth in what we say.

It is difficu’t to make two separate obiects of the
Treasure and the Pearl, just as it is difficult to allow
of two all-inclusive prices being paid. If “ all that

22
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the Person, but he is against the ministry ; and the
one thing that he will always try to do, in order
to cripple, destroy or nullify that ministry which
is so precious to God, is, if we may put it this way,
to becloud the belovedness,

Do you not realise how Satan 1s all the time
trying to make you believe otherwise than that
God loves you, that you are beloved of God? It is
often the last thing that we can believe, is it pot,
that we are beloved of God? Satan is always busy
from every angle to try to becloud our beloved-
ness, If he cannot do it by direct assault, he does
it by suggestion, by instnuation, Or he will do it by
trying to cause us to slip up, make mistakes, go
wrong, and then bringing upon us accusatien, say-
ing, *You are no longer beloved of God’, His
devices and his efforts are countless and unsearch-
able, with the one object, as with the Lord Jesus,
so with those who are with the Lord Jesus as the
sons of Aaron, as Levites, of somehow bringing
a cloud, raising a question, over this preciousness
to the Lord,

I use the word again because it is a good word
and gets us a bit off our beaten track—the beloved-
ness of Christ, transferred to His fellow-priests or
His Levite sons, the beloved, Let Satan get in
there and he has destroyed everything. If there
should be one reading these lines who has lost
the assurance that God loves them, you not only
know the unspeakable misery of it, but, what is
more, you know how you are put out of service—
you know quite well that you would not attempt
to serve the Lord. It is no use—you are paralysed
until you know and are assured that the Lord loves
you, If you have lost that assurance, you have lost
your testimony, you have lost your ministry, you
have lost everything, and that is the chief work of
the Devil. Paul says: “he hath made us accepted
in the beloved ” (Eph: 1. 6, A.v.). That is the be-
lovedness of Christ transferred to those who are

MARCH—APRIL, 955

in Him. Do not believe the Devil, “ Evil company
doth corrupt good manners ” (I Cor. xv, 33), and
if you have a talk with the Devil, and listen to him,
your whole conduct will be affected and coloured
by that. The one object the Devil has in view is to
raise a question, nay, to establish in you a question,
as to God’s love and your belovedness to God—
that is, personally,

And then he is after something more—he is
after your ministry. You see, on that day when the
Lord Jesus stepped out to His ministry, the Devil
stepped out too, and said, * Not only will 1 raise
a question, if I can, about His relationship with
God and God’s relationship with Him, but by
raising that question I will destroy this ministry,
if T can, right at its birth’, You and I are no
use to God if we have a question about either
His love for us or His love for. that to which we
are committed. If we have any doubt about that,
we are finished. This sense of what I have called
‘belovedness’ is essential, not only to life, but as
an assurance and rest in service, It gave encourage-
ment to the Levites to go quietly, assuredly and
restfully about theit work, and so they did. Day
after day, by day and by night, they went on
quietly with their ministry. To go on quietly, per-
sistently, assuredly, in peace, all rests upon this—
the recognition that that into which 1 have been
called by God is of infinite value to Him, and be-
cause I am called according to His purpose, T am
beloved of God,

That is a simple word with which to begin, but it
is basic to everything, May I just sum it up like
this? The Lord is calling us to something which
is not a comparative thing, but an absolute thing :
which is not just something that, well, the Lord
likes and will bless, but is that upon which all His
heartt is set, which means more than anything else
to the Lord. May our hearts reach out for that in
these days, and may the Lord show us what it is.

T. A-S.

THE REALITY OF GOD’S HOUSE

Reading : Genesis xxvii. I -46; xxviii, I - 22,

" And he was afraid, gnd said, How dreadful is
this place ! this is none other but the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven " (Genesis xxviii, 17).

THAT moment when Jacob had a glimpse of
family life as God meant it to be was, perhaps, the
most critical one of his whole career, It was not
in ‘Heaven, but here on earth: yet it was so Divine
and glorious that it filled him with wonder and

B

awe. * This is none other but the house of God ”,
he exclaimed ; and then added, “ and this is the
gate of heaven ™,

THE HOUSE OF SELF

How different it was from the household which
he had just left behind at Beer-shebat Of all the
houses on the earth at that time, Isaac’s should
surely have been the house of God. It ought to
have been, but it was not, Even Jacob must have

29



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 33 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANP A TESTIMONY
Eeeél ngk b)gthe oRl
A mé

wasla[ 0 e se wi%
e&e was ve 8
sws%ee I the
[ [wie’S PART ik
w osider the w’m& fo the  Ves
Bass Guickiy

aeaﬁ%%i iﬁ%s
'»’:.‘u' %&B@%
%mq@l B &a,, %% 166 ;é

2 )
s

d  erse
ﬁé@%ﬁﬁa@% |
W

£

—

- -

A

eliberate dehiance. eware of ynr@ to make

0



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 33 - Searchable

YL =PRI, '29%

tgiﬂgs easier for the Lord! Calamity often comes Rehoke
that"way. ~.o

Il Jacos's mamm

i8 Ia eeéa T
gg%% Bl

am itle

efme &6} :: dggail,
%eu ] dgal.
16 I..{H‘:'\ &
e6tFage i§ ewiﬁﬂﬂae fame mahaka
Sk a HiS

S f‘%ﬁ% oty

o,
ﬁ eﬂﬂ il vt gﬁavfée; éf

euncf o% ea{:h is fath

E pearances ifes a fiol ot
i

.-.

@ﬁ WAKI YWkt
# ﬁg N ]
In}e e an ‘%@ & 4 QBCSNT
i sls ﬁvu Bt 0 _ it fiog
e 1€ stef IS 1640
é%ﬁg%% IS dlece Y BOCAUSE :
fe {5 tgﬂd ﬂ‘& % " |'.. mqml (Al
erng Gltﬂqhﬂﬁ ;.,
name,. b

Sl

THEIR SUFFERING AND LOSS
W%'I the w Th%wanaq%l
at

Eﬂeﬂ ! é iEe ww{%{ ok

en Isgﬁzgef?gﬁwh i edmg .‘ ..-'.’;‘ ;

an on His un {(
15 $0 ereignt tha eTcﬁn .
rea% s give ws
cause of praise an

t. us noti
eé asbﬂ?er

expeggnzgxé
an’ exceeding

-.' l'-f S
i " TS el
N .
D D
ltt t, i
) a)
' 1[5t
\li.:__.ba. g t
. 218 [
. _"‘ a r' a a)
[1C (Y N Ve Q0110
b & o1 -;:'l..
Q A A
18




A WITNESS AND A TESIMONY

to the Lord in this very matter when his own
turn came to die. His great act of faith is also
described as taking place when he blessed Joseph’s
two sons (Hebrews xi, 21). Even Joseph found it
hard to accept that the younger should be blessed
before the elder, but Jacob insisted. Clearly he had
learned his lesson, that in the house of God all
personal preferences mmnst be set aside, for only
the Lord has a right to choose and to decide.
II. DECEPTION GIVES PLACE TO THE TRUTH

The next thing to notice is that in God’s house
the light of Heaven dispels all earthly muddle or
error, In Isaac’s house the Lord seemed a long way
off, for the whole atmosphere was full of darkness
and deception. Everybody acted as though the
Lord were not present, including Isaac who was
so anxious to have his own way, It was because
Isaac’s own conscience was bad that he allowed
himself to be deceived by Jacob, If he were blind,
why trust to his own senses of touch and scent?
Why not ask the Lard for light? He dare not, for
he was out of touch with the Lord. It was because
his spiritual eye was evil that his whole body was
full of darkness, To Rebekah and Jacob also, the
Lord seemed a loag way away. So long as they
could manage to outwit Isaac they had no fears.
But how differeny it was at Beth-el! There Jacob
cried out: * Surely the Lord is in this place ” (Gen.
xxviil. 17); and for that moment, at least, it seems
that he had no illusions about himself. The Spitit
who rules in God’s house is the Spirit of truth,
so that no blindness or deception can continue
there,

At Beth-el Jacob heard the very voice of God.
In Isaac’s home there were many voices, but no
one stayed to listen to see if the Lord was speaking.
Isaac, Esau, Rebekah and Jacob—they all joined
in the tumult of human voices, expressing their
own ideas and plans and scheming for their own
interests, There was Jacob’s voice, so unmistak-
able that if only he had not been in such a hurry
Isaac would have recognised it for what it was and
been warned. There was Isaac’s own voice, speak-
ing indeed the will of God, but doing so as it were
by mistake, in spite of himself. Whereas at Beth-
el, although there were many messengers, there
was only one voice—the voice of the Lord. It was
He who spoke from above the ladder,

III. NATURAL DECLENSION
GIVES PLACE TO NEWNESS OF LIBE

The contrast of the two houses was also one
between human staleness and declension and

32

Divine renewal and freshness, The pathetic fea-
ture of this story of Isaac in his old age was the
revelation of how different he had become from
his earlier days of spiritual vitality, From Abra-
ham, his father, he had received a rich heritage of
godliness, and we know how much of God were
his own beginnings. As he grew up he entered into
his father’s life of faith for himself, The main fea-
ture of his middle life was the way in which he re-
opened Abraham’s wells which had been stopped
up by the hostile Philistines, as though to show that
he personally entered into the same life with God
as his father had enjoyed. As has already been
said, the birth of his twin sons was the outcome
of spiritual exercise and prayer, But now he was
old ; he had become feeble, blind and self-indulg-
ent, This is typical of everything huma, for deter-
ioration and decay are inevitable where the natural
life rules. At Beth-¢l, though, Jacob was impressed
with the energy and effortless activity of those on
the Divine ladder. The angels of God were ascend-
ing as well as descending ; there was a constant
stream aud flow of heavenly life, God’s house will
always be like that, There is movement there all
the time. It is not the headlong downward rush of
that which ministers to the flesh, but the living
movement of that which ministers to Heaven,

LV. PETTINESS GIVES PLACE TO ENLARGEMENT

Finally we see that the house of God is the place
where littleness and limitation give place to tre-
mendous enlargement. If a visitor had looked in
that day on the family at Beer-sheba, he would
have been impressed with the pettiness of it all.
What was all this scheming and quarrelling about?
It was chiefly rivalry over the question of which of
the two would inherit most of his father’s goods—
all that greediness and cheating for a few earthly
possessions. How mean and petty self-interest
always is! When Jacob got out of that stifling
earthly atmosphere, into the clear heavenly air of
Beth-el, he heard God speaking of blessings as
vast as the umiverse mamd as infinite as eternity.
“ And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth,
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to.
the east, and to the north, and to the south: and
in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed ” (Genesis xxviii, 14).

From that moment Jaeob was in the way of en-
largement. Having been reduced to nothing and
forced to let go of all except the promises of God,
he was given assurance that there is no littleness
with God, We should note that whatever Jacob got
from his trickery, it certainly was not worldly
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THE PROVISION OF ABUNDANT GRACE
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growing, the whole man is girded for.action, the
whole life is moving on with the Lord. But where
the prayer-life is weak or neglected, or where the
enemy has disturbed our life with the Lord, the
whole life is undermined and out of action,

What is true of the individual is true of the
churches, The spiritual state of a church is not
revealed by the crowds who come to special meet-
ings, but by the strength and quality of the routine
prayer-mectings. Prayer is a most revealing thing.

For our present purpose we must put from us
any thought of a detailed consideration of what is
disclosed in God's Word regarding prayer; the
scope of the subject is too vast, It may perhaps
help us to some appreciation of the greatness of
this matter if we suggest cortain possible lines for
detailed meditation.

1. The recorded prayers of the Old Testament
saints, What a range is here!

2. The Spirit of prayer moving in the Church
in New Testament times.

3. ‘The distilled essence of prayer’, given by
the Lord Jesus to His disciples and gen-
erally spoken of as ‘ The Lord’s Prayer.

4. The Lord JYesus as ‘ The Man of Prayer .

5. The profound mysteries of the Lotd’s great

prayer in the seventeenth chapter of John's
gospel,

For the present, however, we will be content
with directing our attention more particularly to
certain foundations of the life of prayer ; and our
method, for the sake of simplicity, will be that of
* Question and Answer’,

Q. If God is ruling this universe as sovereign
Lord, in love and wisdom, according to His
will as expressed in unchanging laws, what (s
the use of prayer?

A. Prayer is one of the superior laws of the
HHIverse.

The question is an old one, the stock-in-irade
of the sceptic. At first sight it does seem absurd
that human prayer should affect the Divine will
and apparently change the unalterable laws of
the universe. To the sceptical mind it is ridiculous,
nay, impossible, that the sun should stand still in
answer 1o the prayer of Joshua (Joshua x, 12 - 14);
but the truth is that there are laws operating in the
universe unknown to and unsuspected by men.
There are superior laws which, when brought into
action, transcend other laws without violating
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them. Prayer is one of God's superior laws.
Through prayer these greater laws may be brought
into action. These facts may be seen both in the
natural and in the spiritual realms, Every time an
acroplane flies the law of gravity is transcended by
the laws that govern flight, but the law of gravity
is not thereby violated. And every true Christian
knows that the Christian life is a far greater mira-
cle than that of flight, for in his very being the law
of sin and death is being overcome by the super-
ior lai\;' of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom.
Vill, .

Prayer, then, is a Law, God has willed, God has
chosen, to work not in sheer sovereignty on His
pwn but in fellowship with men, in the following
out of His purpose. Enough is revealed in the
Bible for us to say without hesitation that, in the
accomplishing of His purpose, God has never
acted without the co-operation of men of prayer.
This is most clearly seen at every crisis, at every
turning-point in spiritual history, To take but one
of many examples: when the purpose of God for
His peeple focused upon their extrication from
Babylon at the end of the captivity, the Lord had
in Daniel, and doubtless others with him, the fel-
towship that He wanted. The story reveals that the
great issue of the return to Jerusalem was the an-
swer to prayer. As Daniel prayed, the powers of
Heaven were set in motion, and the powers of
hell stirred to antagonism. The power and the pur-
pose of God were released through the prayer of
a man—a man in tune with the heart of God, a
man who knew what God wanted to do and
acted accordingly {Dan, ix, x).

What a great thing is prayer in the will of God!
There is no limit to what prayer can do within that
will. True prayer is the most fruitful work in the
world. When we consider that the very purpose of
God may wait upen the prayer fellowship of at
least some of His people, surely we must be moved
to yield ourselves more thoroughly to sueh a privi-
lege and responsibility in the critical day in which
we live,

Q. Is there an inner secret, a master-key, to
prayer ?

A. The heart of prayer is communion with God.

Just as the inner secret of the Christian life is
“union with Christ’, so the inner secret of prayer
is ‘ communion with Christ’. A Christian’s com-
munion is founded upon kis umon. Prayer is a
very close relationship expressing itself. The point
that we must see is our nearness to God in Christ.
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What a word that is that says * he that is joined
unto the Lord is one spirit ™ (I Cor, vi. 17). What
a close relationship is implied in those passages
that speak of our communion with the Father and
with His Son and with the Holy Spirit (I John i, 3 ;
II Cor. xiii. 14).

Many people who are not Christians pray,
especially in times of need, and God may answer
them . but such cannot have communion with
God, for they have no union with Him., We must
appreciate this fundamental distinction between
the Christian and the non-Christian. Through the
Lord Jesus every true Christian is united to God
in Heaven by a life-link. We are not praying down
here on the earth to One who is a long way off in
Heaven. We are one with Him there and He is one
wiih us here! The Devil is all the time trying to
create a sense of distance between us and the
Lord: but there is no distance between if we abide
in Christ, for no one can be closer to the Father
than the Son, and we are in Him!

But about this we must be quite clear: that
prayet is essentially spiritual, It is essentially the
communion of the human spirit with God who is
Spirit. By new birth the human spirit is united to
and quickened by the Divine Spirit, and true
prayer springs from this union. Very much prayer
is unanswered because it does not take its rise
from such commurnion, If we pray “ in the flesh’
according to our own ideas, desires, impulses or
will, we are setting aside the true meaning ind pur-
pose of prayer. But if we abide in Christ, we shall
pray in the Spirit, and the answers will always be
sure, for He has said: ** If ye abide in me, and ary
words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and
it shall be done unto you ” (John xv. 7).

If we have a firm grasp of this master-key of
communion, we shall avoid many pitfalls. Let us
consider two such for a moment. In Matthew vi.
7, 8, the Lord Jesus exposed that pitfall of “ much
speaking ” which of course betrays a completely
wrong conception of prayer, but a conception
which is prevalent in the Church to-duy. It is often
thought that if only we pray long enough and hard
enough, perhaps all through the night, the Lord is
bound to answer. Alas! such prayer can often be
a substitute for the reality of communion. Prayer
is not a meangs of getting God to do what He does

not want to do; prayer provides Him with a way
to work His own will, When the Lord Jesus * con-
tinued all night in prayer ”, He did not decide in
advance, as it were, to have a “ night of prayer’, but
He was drawr out in prayer through the night,
which is quite another matter. Self-effort in prayer
is one thing: the constraint of the Spirit is an-
other, One word uttered in corumunion with the
heart of God will effect more than many of * our’
best prayers, The primary thing is quality—the
quality of vital communion with the Father.

Then, there is the pitfall of © organized prayer’
which is so often an effort to get the Lord interested
in ‘ our’ work for Him. The importance of prayer
is recognised by all Christians, and so no Christian
enterprise is now complete without organizing the
appropriate prayer-backing to see it through. The
question as to whether the enterprise was born
out of deep heart Fellowship with the Lord, as to
whether it really is the work of God, has now be-
come secondary, Until we see that the Lord does
not want to be interested in ° our’ best efforts for
Him, but wunts to get us interested in what is truly
His work, we shall waste a great deal of time in
such prayer and fruitless activity.

Surely we can see that it is the Lord Himself
who is the great Architect, Designer and Builder
of all thimgs; He is the great Worker, with His
whole work spread out before Him ; He alone can
know how the work is to be donc, Our concern
must be to be in vital touch with Him, so that we
may be with Him in what He is doing and not
building castles in the air on our own.

The first practical step to communion with the
Lord is to be quiet, and to ‘ cease from ourselves’.
The noise, rush and hurry of our fevered natures
have no place in the calm of His presence. David
says: “ My soul is silent unto God” (Ps. lxii. 5,
marg,). We must learn to get quiet with the Lord,
and to retire from the fret of our souls. We must
lay aside all our presumed knowledge of His will,
and be willing to be shown otherwise, Thus, as we
become centred on Him and realise the majesty
of Him to whom we belong and to whom we have
come, we shall find ourselves in an attitude of wor-
ship—for how can we draw near to Him without
worshipping? Then, and then only, will the way
be clear for an effectual ministry of prayer.

T.L. M.

(to be concluded)

I ——
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
THE NEW SONG

SPRING must be on 1ts way, for the other day I
saw two rted-breasted tobins together, and that is
something which never happens in Autumn or
Winter, Cock Robin is very unfriendly for half the
year ; he cares only for himself and will not aliow
the hen to come into that part of the field or gar-
den which he has marked off as his own. Not that
the hen’s manners are any better, for she hag her
special territory too, and will not let any other
robin come into it, not even her mate or her
children.

Someliow we are surprised to hear that robins
are cross and unkind to one another, for they are
so very friendly to humans. We like them too, for
they are about the only birds which sing almost all
the year round. In the Autumn, when all the
leaves are falling from the trees and the rest of
the birds are more or less silent, it is such a joy 10
hear the sweet song of the robin, But although the
song sounds bappy to us, it is really a grumble
and a threat. It is a kind of war-cty by which the
robin warns all the other red-breasts that if they
do not keep away it will be the worse for them.
The robin, you see, has two songs, the old one and
the new.

It is the new song which he will be singing from
now onwalds, Some say that it is sweeter in its
tone than the Winter song, and it is certainly
sweeter in its meaning. It is a song to his mate to
come and make a pest, a song of welcome and
friendliness, which will go on through the Spring
into Summer, Like the songs of most other birds,
it tells of gladness, of the joys of home and little
ones, and of his willingness to help his mate and
take care of the youngsters, It is the song of bless-
ing and of new life,

Some time -about July, though, the robins stop
singing, They all get new red breast feathers,
fathers, mothers and chddren. and then the fami-
lies divide up, some of them flying abroad, but
most of them choosing in the woods or gardens a
small area which they will look upon as their very
own.

Once they have decided just where their terri-
tory shall be and what are its limits, they begin to
sing again, But this time it is a very different song,
for it tells of selfishness, of a wish fo be left alone,
and of a determination to fight any other robin,
whether cock or hen, if it dares to pass the
boundaries of his special piece of ground. If he
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catches a glimpse of a red breast he sings louder
and louder to frighten the other robin off, and
if it still persists in coming on he goes out to
fight it and to chase it away, To human ears the
song may sound sweet, but really it is a selfish
song, full of complaints and threats. Instead of
giving a glad welcome, the robin tells others that
they must keep out, for he has made up his mind
to iive alone, not to care for anybody else and to
keep all his space and food for himself.

No wonder I called it the old song, since its
theme is ‘ME, ME, ME’! Ii seenis to say, 1
don’t wani anybody else ; I won’t share anything
with the other robins—no, not even if they are my
own parents!’ And all across the fields, in the
woods and in the gardens, every other robin is do-
ing the same thing, crying out against his friends
and feighbours, keepmg them at a distance and
not caring if they starve.

Now the old song is not only seif-centred—it
also speaks of a very petty and restricted life, Have
yon ever noticed that in the Winter the robin never
flies any distance? He has marked out his selfish
little patch, and hie never moves out ot it. If you
disturb him he just flies a very short distance and
settles again. If you stilt walk on, he will not con-
timie, but will fly round you or over your head
and then land back again where he was at the
first. His is a very small world, and so long as he
sings the old song he stays within that world and
never sees anything new. This is always true of
selfish people: the more they sing ‘ME, ME,
ME", the smaller ahd more petty they become in
mind and spirit,

It is high time that the robins began to sing
their new song, the Spring song of friendliness and
family joys. When the song changes it is a sign
that something has changed inside them ; they have
thrown off their selfishness and become good
mates and kindly sacrificial parents. Instead of
thinking only of themselves, they begin to think
of one amother and to work hard and care for
those who belong to them. However, 1 am sorry
to say that the robin’s new song does not last. By
midsumnmer, he and his mate—as well as all the
young robins—will be back in their old selfish
ways and singing the old song once again,

Christians, too, have their new song. “ And he
hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unte our God ; many shall see it, and fear, and
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THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
GUEST HOUSE

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accom-
modation of those of the Lord’s people who desire
to come for the value of the spiritual ministry of
the Centre.

It is available for this purpose throughout the
year,

The limited amount of accommodation makes
prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration,

Those who are interested at any time should
make application to Mr, or Mrs. A. G. TAYLOR,
13, Honor Oak Road, London, S E.23. Telephone :
FORest Hill 4609.
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IN THE TRAIN OF HIS TRIUMPH

.. and by me sends forth the knowledge of Him, mark of the day. To the one the incense brought
a stream of fragrant incense, throughout the world. death near, and miade them know that their hour
For Christ's is the fragrance which I offer up to had come. To the other the same incense made
God, whether among those in the way of salvation, known that the hour of emancipation, of libera-
or among those in the way of perdition; but to tion, was drawing near, The same incense pro-
these it is an odour of death, to those of life” claimed death and life, life and death.
{1l Corinthians ii. 14 - 16, Conybeare's translation). In the second part of the picture the Apostie
sees himself in a different réle. In the first, he has
THE MINISTER AND HIS MINISTRY been viewing himself as one of those prisoners, led
in the triumphal procession as an object of public
FH-IE Apostle Paul is setting forth one of his con- exhibition, celebrating the triumph of the great
ceptions of what the minister of Christ is, and then Warrior. He has seen himself as in the train of the
what the effect of the mimistry. He is thinking here triumph of the Lord, being on full view as a
of the minister of Christ as an incense-bearer, The demonstration of the greatness of that victory. Now
picture in the background of these verses is one he transfers himself into the second part, and takes
with which we are well acquainted, Verse 14 brings  the place of an incense-bearer in the procession. He
into view the triumphal procession of a victorious says that he passes on through the world bearing
* war-lord, as he moves from place to place with his incense, and that that incense is saying two things,
captives behind him, celebrating at many points having two effects, speaking to two different classes
his victory, and using them to provide the evidence of people. It refates to life and death.
of his conquests. But also in the procession there But the Apostle does not think of himself as
are those who carry vessels of incense, and the in- merely carrying a censer of incense. He regards
cense being diffused everywhere speaks in two himself as being the vessel, and even—in a strange,
ways, to two different classes of people. deep, inward way, $o as to become a very part of
There are some who are going to celebrate this  his own being—as the incense itself. He thinks of
day of victory by being slain. It was a custom to  himself, not only as being the giver forth of the
hold certain notorious or distinguished captives in  sweet savour, but as being the sweet savour itself ;
bondage until the day of the great celebration of he sees himself as the means by which this effect is
the victory, and then that day was marked by their registered upon these two different classes of
execution, On the other hand, there were those who  people.
were appointed to be released as a distinguishing In that presentation of the servant of the Lord,
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there is a deep, strong and solemn word for all of
us who stand in the position of being the Lord’s
servants. The thing which should be going forth
from us, the thing which should be the effect of our
lives, according to these words, is the knowiedge
of Christ. Everywhere, not just as by us, but be-
cause of us, men should be coming to a knowledge
of Christ, The very object of our being is that
Christ should be known because of us. The Divine-
ly appointed way by which men are to come to
know Christ is simply through our being here and
moving amongst them,

THE VITAL ELEMENT IN MINISTRY

That is simple, and perhaps we recognise and
accept it. But the extra point which has to be
noticed is this, that it is something more than our
giving out knewledge concerning Christ—it is that
we are fo be to men the knowledge of Christ, There
is a very big difference between the giving out of
truth concerning the Lord Jesus—even in large
measure, in a great fulness, truth which cannot be
denied because it is the truth—and that strange,
deep, indispensable element of ourselves being that
truth: so that the truth itself takes its power, its
strength from the fact that here are those who are
the living expression of it ; who have gone through
the depths, have been tested, tried, taken from
place to place, subjected fo expertences of intense
severity, and in the fires have learned Christ, and
are therefore themselves the embodiment of the
knowledge of Him, Wherever we go, it is not that
they have truth to give—it is that men and women
learn Christ because of them, Of them it can be
said: It is not what they say only ; there is some-
thing coming from them. There is an indescribable
‘ something * which is an extra element to what
they say. That thing has its reality in their being,
and you feel that it is not only the words but the
very virtue that comes out when they speak, or by
reason of their presence. ‘It is that of which the
Apostle is speaking, )

That is the real value of any knowiedge of Christ
which we can give, whi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>